2025 Biodiversity report

Over the course of 2025 we have increased our biodiversity activities thanks to a grant from
Wandsworth council. 133 people have taken part in biodiversity activities; 71 in activities related to
surveying what is on our site and 62 in education or habitat creation sessions. This is a 303% increase
in participation in all biodiversity related activities to 2024.

In terms of volunteer hours spent recording on site biodiversity, this is up 25% from 2024 (would
have been much higher had we not had to cancel the City Nature Challenge bioblitz in April as that
contributed many of the hours)

We have participated in 6 citizen science recording schemes this year: the big butterfly count, big
pond dip, FIT counts, Buzz Club’s hoverfly lagoons, PTES stag beetles and hedgehog monitoring and
sunset bat walks.

The number of biological records created by staff and volunteers is up 56% to last year — 353 records
(up from 227). The number of unique species found is also up 27%, with 247 different species
recorded — so we haven’t just been recording the same species on lots of different occasions. This
does not include plants that have been planted in the garden over the course of the past 2 years
(121 unique taxa).

Within these number are significant increases in certain taxa. Butterfly and moth species are up
163% to last years (21 species to 8), Dragon/damsel and mayflies are up 350% (9 species to 2) and
fungi are up 100% (6 species to 3). As well as the increase in volunteer effort, | think this can be
largely attributed to the very sunny weather in 2025 as opposed to the very wet year of 2024.

It is to be expected that with more effort made in recording, more species will be found. It would be
great to sustain this next year — though we don’t have the specific event funding, we have very good
equipment now and activities should be built into general volunteer sessions where practical. More
specific ID training would help with volunteer confidence and it may be possible to build a specific
team of local volunteers who can do specific activities — for example taking on a monthly bat walk.

Review of activities below:
Big Butterfly count

We participated in the Big Butterfly count and recorded an average of 5.3 butterflies per count (an
increase on last year’s 3.) However, this is below the 10.3 national average for butterfly counts.
Despite being a marked improvement on the last 2 years, this brings the national numbers only back
to recent averages.

Being limited to volunteer sessions may have an influence on these numbers as we are less able to
choose the best conditions for recording.

Bee hotels

We increased the number of bee hotels from 2 to 5 — increasing the number of holes available 278%
(121 from 32). This has led to a 174% increase in occupancy - showing that there was demand for
more capacity within the garden. One hotel was completely unoccupied so we will change the
location of this one next year.

FIT counts



These monitor the types of insect visiting specific flowers in the garden. We submitted 16 counts this
year. It has proved hard to engage volunteers with this —possibly more training on simple ID
between bees, wasps, hoverflies etc would give people confidence to try. The graph compares our
counts to national averages. Interestingly, we have a higher proportion of bumblebee and solitary
bees to honey bees than has been found at other sites. We can’t directly compare our results to
other gardens as we largely haven’t been choosing the same target flowers to observe. However,
within our garden, the most popular flower for insect visits in 2025 was oregano, followed by the
giant echium, aster and penstemon.

In 2025, you observed an average of 11 insects per FIT Count . Let’s take a look at
the types of insects you most frequently observed per FIT Count (totals from all
your Counts so far), and see how that compares to other FIT Counters.
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Hoverfly lagoons

We made simple hoverfly lagoons out of plastic milk jugs and leaves and twigs. We recorded an
incredible 190 larvae in just one of these lagoons, and in line with the project results, more larvae
are found in areas far away from natural ponds, suggesting that this is fulfilling a need in areas
without ponds.

Bat walks

We did evening walks on 5 evenings, approx. one per month between April and September. Using
the bat detector we heard what we believe to be pipistrelles and soprano pipistrelles. Some were
using the garden to hunt, others passing though. 31 people took part in these events.

Big pond dip

We did this twice in 2025, with adult groups and mixed ages (largely children!) Our best score this
year was 37 with an average of 32 (which puts us in the ‘your pond is brilliant’ category). This is an



improvement from last year’s 18 (‘good’). The increase could partially reflect better skills in fishing
out a diverse array of critters!

Hedgehog monitoring

We put out two tunnels according to the protocols in PTES hedgehog surveys. However, the bait
proved irresistible to foxes who raided both overnight. Better foxproofing strategy needed! So no
hedgehogs recorded.

Stag beetles

One was spotted but not recorded at the time as part of a school session. Next year | could make a
simple recording sheet so we can make a note of any locally significant finds in education sessions.

Meadow surveys

We did 2 types of meadow survey in 2025 — a species count in early June and a very basic NVC
analysis in early August. There were fewer species found in the June count than in 2024 (26 to 33). |
think this could partly down to weather —the very dry, hot spring of 2025 advantaged perennials
with established root systems and any seedlings that germinated in spring were well frazzled by the
time of the survey. To improve species numbers, the meadow was seeded with locally sourced
wildflower seed and the survey will be repeated in early June 2026.

The NVC survey classifies vegetation into types and our meadow areas showed consistency with
MG1 grasslands — ‘ungrazed and rarely mown stand of tall grasses and herbs on well-drained
soil...which tends to be very grassy and species-poor, often as a result of having been resown with
grass seed mixes on disturbed roadside verges.’ The associated ecological data though provides a
useful indication for what types of wildflower seed mix would be best sown here.



